
四川外语学院成都学院
Chengdu Institute Sichuan International Studies

University

教 案
2012～2013 学年第 二 学期

系 英 语 师 范 系

教 研 室 ( 组 ) 大三综合教研室

课 程 名 称 英 美 概 况

授 课 年 级 2010 级

授 课 教 师

职 称

四川外语学院成都学院教务处制

二○一 年 月



2

教 案（首页）

课程名称 英美概况
授课

专业
英语专业

班

级

授课方式 课堂讲授（√） 实践课（ ） 考核方式 考试（√） 考查（ ）

课程类别

必修课 公共必修课（ ） 专业必修课（√）

选修课 公共选修课（ ） 专业限选课（ ） 专业任选课（ ）

课程总学时 36 周学时 2

学时分配 课堂讲授 36 学时；实践课 学时

教 学

目 标

通过本课程的学习，让学生了解英美国家地理、历史、政治、经济、

社会、文化和生活等方面的知识；同时通过课文的阅读，提高学生对社

会与文化类英语读物的阅读能力，学会用英语进行相关的交谈、讨论，

并培养学生正确分析认识有关英美国家问题的能力，并能以正确的眼光

分析看待问题。

使用教材

教材名称 《英美文化基础教程》

编（著）者 朱永涛

出版社及出版时间 外语教学与研究出版社 1991年

指定参考书

《英美文化基础教程学习手册》 外语教学于研究出版社 1991年版

《当代英国概况》上海外语教育出版社 2003年版

《当代美国概况》上海外语教育出版社 2003年版

《英语专八冲击波系列之人文知识》大连理工大学出版社 2010年版
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教 案

周 次 第 周，第 次课 授课时间

授课章节 9. British Education

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√） 实践课（ ） 教学时数 2

授

课

要

点

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

In this unit, students are expected to learn the following key points:
 British educational system
 The features of British education
 The difference between public schools and state schools in Britain
 The difference between selective school and comprehensive school
 The well-known “eleven plus”

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

Key Points of Teaching:
1) The features of British education
2) The difference between public schools and states schools in Britain

Difficult Points of Teaching:
The “freedom” of British education

思考题

或

作 业

完成《英美文化基础教程学习手册》第九单元相关练习题
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教学内容与组织安排

I. Lead-in
Question:
What’s your general impression on British education? Or, what comes to your mind first
when talking about British education?
II. British Education System
The duration of full-time education in Britain: 5-15 years old
School Attendance Office:
One of the functions of School Attendance Office is to supervise the parents send their
children to school by law. If a child fails to attend school, a School Attendance Office will
come to his house to find out why. And if there is no good reason, his parents may be
prosecuted.
Under British education system, there are two kinds of school: state schools and private
schools. State schools are run by the State. Their official name is county schools, since the
majority of them are administered by the county or county borough. About one half of the
money is provided by the local authority and the other half by the central government. The
parents pay nothing. The public schools or the independent schools are supported entirely by
fees and private funds. The name “public school” is a traditional one with little meaning
today, since far from being public these schools are restricted to only a comparatively small
section for the population. Only the comparatively rich parents can send their children to
private schools.

STATE SCHOOL SYETEMAT SECONDARY LEVEL
School Age Sex Finance Exam
Comprehensive
Secondary
School

1)11-18
2)11-14or 15-18
3)11-16-18

Usually mixed From
Government

G.C.S.E(G.C.E
“A” Level

Grammmar
School

1)11-16
2)11-18

Separate or
Mixed

From
Government

See Above

Secondary
Modern School

11-16 Separate or
Mixed

From
Government

See Above

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SYSTEMAT SECONDARY LEVEL
School Age Sex Finace Exam
Public School 13-18 Mixed or

Separate
Fees G.C.S.E(G.C.E

“A” Level
Publci Boarding
School

13-18 Mixed or
Separate

Fees See Above

State School
State schools are not part of tradition in British education. They are comparatively new, a
means of extending education to the common people, imitating the public schools in some
ways but generally inferior to them.
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A. Primary Education
Nursery school/Kindergarten

Busy parents send their children to the nursery school to be taken care of

Infants’ school(小学初级班)

Most children start at five in an infants’ school
After 2 years in the infants’ school, the children enter junior schools, which are boy schools
or girl schools.
B.Secondary Education
1. The Selective School

I’m no more than 5 years old…

I’m 5 years old. How old are you?
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Under the old selective system, children take an examination, called “eleven plus” in their
last year at primary school. The results of the “eleven plus” examination determine the kind
of secondary schooling the children will receive.
 Eleven Plus
In the United Kingdom, the 11-plus is an examination administered to some students in their
last year of primary education, governing admission to various types of secondary school.
The name derives from the age group for secondary entry: 11-12 years. The eleven plus
examination was once used throughout the UK but is now only used in a number of counties
and boroughs in England. Eleven plus was used to determine which type of school the
students should attend after primary education: a grammar school, a secondary modern
school, or a technical school.

The Eleven Plus was created by the 1944 Butler Education Act. This established a Tripartite
System of education, with an academic, a technical and a functional strand. Prevailing
educational thought at the time was that testing was an effective way to discover to which
strand a child was most suited. The results of the exam would be used to match a child’s
secondary school to their abilities and future career needs.

The structure of the Eleven Plus examination varied over time, and among the different
counties which used it. Usually, it consisted three papers:

Arithmetic—Amental arithmetic test
Writing—An essay question on a general subject
General Problem Solving—A test of general knowledge, assessing the ability to apply logic
to simple problems.

 Grammar School
Those with the highest marks go to grammar schools, originally a school teaching classical
languages but more recently an academically-oriented secondary school.

The original purpose of mediaeval grammar schools was the teaching of Latin. Over time the
curriculum was broadened, first to include Ancient Greet, and later English and other
European languages, natural sciences, mathematics, history, geography and other subjects. In
the late Victorian era, grammar schools were reorganized to provide secondary education
throughout England and Wales. Grammar schools of these types were also established in
British territories oversees, where they have evolved in different ways.

Grammar schools became the selective tier of the Tripartite System of state-funded secondary
education operating in England and Wales from the mid-1940s to the late 1960s and
continuing in Northern Ireland. With the move to non-selective comprehensive schools in the
1960s and 1970s, some grammar schools became fully independent and charged fees, while
most others were abolished or became comprehensive.

 Technical School
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Technical school is a general term used for two-year college which provide mostly
employment-preparation skills for trained labor, such as welding, culinary arts and office
management. The teaching of technical school is more practical rather than academic.

 Secondary Modern School
A secondary modern school is a type of secondary school that existed in England, Wales and
Northern Ireland, from 1944 until the early 1970s, under the Tripartite System, and was
designed for the majority of pupils—those who do not achieve scores in the top 25% of the
eleven plus examination. Thy were replaced in most of the UK by the comprehensive school
system and now remain in place mainly in Northern Ireland, where they are usually referred
to simply as Secondary schools, and in some parts of England, such as Buckinghamshire,
they are referred to as community schools.

Criticism on the selective system in Britain
Some people, especially the supporters of comprehensive schools argue that it is impossible
to determine a child’s ability by the results of a single examination taken at an early age. And
it is discriminational.

2. Comprehensive School
A comprehensive school is a state school that does not select its intake on the basis of
academic achievement or aptitude. This is in contrast to the selective school system. The term
is commonly used in relation to England and Wales, where comprehensive schools were
introduced in 1965. About 90% of British pupils attend comprehensive schools.

Since a comprehensive school offers a full range of subjects across the academic and
vocational spectrum, it is commonly understood that the school will need to be of a large size
and to take children from a wide range of abilities. In principle, it was originally conceived as
a “neighborhood” school, which all students in its catchment area were meant to attend,
irrespective of ability and without, in most cases, any significant element of parental choice.

In comprehensive schools, students will study a wide variety of subjects. These may include
French, physics, chemistry, and biology. Apart from all the ordinary subjects, students may
also be able to study more unusual subjects such economics, woodwork, commerce,
shorthand and typing, drama, and so on. There may be courses in gardening or
flower-arrangement, and students may even be able to make a film, or help to run their own
television studio.
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G.C.E (General Certificate of Education)
C.S.E (Certificate of Secondary Education)

G.C.E and C.S.E are the examinations that the students will take at the end of their
comprehensive schools.

 Sixth Form
Sixth form represents the final two years of secondary education, where students prepare for
their A-level (or equivalent) examinations.

The first five years of English secondary schooling were previously known as forms. Pupils
started their first year of secondary school in the first form or first year, and this was the year
in which pupils would normally become 12 years of age. Pupils would move up a form each
year before entering the fifth form in the year in which they would have their sixteenth
birthday. Those who stayed on at school to study for A-levels moved up into the sixth form,
which was divided into the Lower Sixth and the Upper Sixth. In some private schools, the
term Middle Sixth was used in place of Upper Sixth, with the latter being used for those who
stayed on for an extra term to take the entrance examinations that were previously set for
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candidates to Oxford or Cambridge universities. Other schools described these Oxbridge
examination students as being in the Seventh Form or Third Year Sixth.

The system was changed for the 1990-1991 academic year and school years are now
numbered consecutively from primary school onwards. Year 1 is the first year of primary
school after reception. The first year of secondary school (the old first form) is now known as
Year 7. The Lower Sixth is now year 12 and the Upper Sixth is Year 13. However, the term
Sixth Form has still been retained as a vestige of the old system and is used as a collective
term for years 12 and 13. Public schools, together with a few state schools, tend to use the
old system of numbering.

Private School/Public School
In Britain, it was the public schools which laid the foundation of English education. Several
are hundreds of years of old. Some, like Eton, Harrow and Rugby, are famous all over the
world.

Eton

Eton is a British independent boarding school for boarding pupils aged between 13 to 18
years old. It was founded in 1440 by King Henry VI as “The King’s College of Our Lady of

Eton besides Wyndsor”.

Eton has traditionally been referred to as “the chief nurse of England’s statesmen”, and has
been described as the most famous public school in the world. Early in the 20th century, a
historian of Eton wrote: “No other school can claim to have sent forth such a cohort of
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distinguished figures to make their mark on the world.”

Eton has a long list of distinguished former pupils, such as poet Shelly, Thomas Grey, and
George Orwell. David Cameron is the nineteenth British Prime Minister to have attended
Eton. Eton also has educated generations of British aristocracy and members of the Royal
family, the most recent being Prince William and Prince Harry.

Prince Henry, Duke of Gloucester in Eton dress in 1914. Top hats and cropped jackets are no
longer worn.

Harrow

Harrow school, commonly known simply as “Harrow”, is an English independent school for
boys situated in the town of Harrow, in north-west London. Harrow was officially founded
by John Lyon under a Royal Charter of Elizabeth I in 1572. Harrow is one of the original
nine public schools that were defined by the Public Schools Act 1868.
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Harrow has many traditions and rich history, which includes the use of straw hats, morning
suits, top hats and canes as uniform. Its long line of famous alumni include eight former
Prime Ministers (including Churchill, Baldwin, Peel and Palmerston), numerous foreign
statesmen, two Kings and a great many notable figures in both arts and the sciences. Good
Schools Guide said that the school “Does well, doer the boys well, couldn’t do better.”

Harrow International School of Beijing was set up in 2005.

Rugby

Rugby school is a co-educational day and boarding school located in the town of Rugby,
Warwickshire, England. It is one of the oldest independent schools in Britain.

 Prep School
Before sending their children to a public school, the parents will look for a suitable prep
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school for their children. In Britain, a prep school is private school where children are
educated until the age of 11 or 13.

Unlike the variously dressed children in the state school, the children in private prep school
usually wear a smart little uniform, which help them feel very different from the children
attending the big infants’ schools.

The prep school curriculum differs considerablely from that of the junior school, since its
main target is not the “eleven plus”, but the common entrance examination at the age of
thirteen, for admission to a public school.

Argument over Public School
The greatest argument for public schools, some people feel, is the strikingly high proportion
of ex-public-school students occuping senior posts in the government, the armed force, the
church, the universitities, the professions, and even in business. This, they say, proves the
social superiority of a public school education. However, others say this is the greatest
argument against public schools, since it simply proves the social exclusiveness and
favouritism. There is no doubt that the public schools are undemocratic, often snobbish, and
that they constitute the biggest barrier to social equality in modern England. It is also said
that the emphasis on dignity and educated speech in Britain leads the increasing demand of
public schools.

However, nowdays, the public schools are no longer as superior and as exclusive as they
once were. Their system and tradition have been widely adopted in state secondary schools,
and many grammar schools have academic records which many public schools might envy.
All public schools, except a few of recognized standard, are liable to be inspected by the
state. There is thus a gradual progress away from exclusiveness in Britain education.

Universities
British higher education has a long history. Generally speaking, British universities can be
divided into five types: old universities, the middle aged universities, the four Schottish
universities, the new universities and the Open University.



13

A. Old Universities
The term “old universities” refers to Oxford and Cambridge.
1. The University of Oxford

The University of Oxford is the oldest university in the English-speaking world, and the
second oldest surviving university in the world. It grew rapidly from 1167 when Henry II
banned English students from attending the University of Paris.
Most undergraduate teaching at Oxford is organised around weekly tutorials at
self-governing colleges and halls, supported by classes, lectures and laboratory work
organised by University faculties and departments.
2. Cambridge University

Cambridge University grew out of an association of scholars that was formed in 1209, early
records suggests, by scholars leaving Oxford after a dispute with townsfolk.

Oxford and Cambridge these two ancient universities have so many common features that
they are often jointly referred to as Oxbridge.
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B. Four Scottish Universities
These four Scottish Universities came into being in the fifteenth and sixteenth century. They
are: The University of St. Andrews (圣安德鲁斯大学), The University of Glasgow（格拉斯

哥大学）, The University of Aberdeen（亚伯丁大学） and The University of Edingburgh
（爱丁堡大学）.

St. Andrews University has always had some features in common with Oxford University
and Cambridge University, while the other three are in the chief cities of Scotland and their
students have generally lived at or found their own lodgings.

C. The Middle-aged Universities
The middle-aged universities usually refer to the universities that were founded from 1830 to
1930. Among these universities, the well-known ones include:
1. Durham University（杜伦大学）

Durham University came into being in 1832. It is the first English University after Oxford
and Cambridge.
2. The University of London（伦敦大学）

The University of London, consisting at first of two colleges, was given a charter in 1836.
Later, many colleges were added and there are now about twenty colleges and schools of the
university. The constitution of the university is very complex and it conducts examinations
and grants degrees for the students in the various colleges and for the external students in
Britain and all over the world.

D. The New Universities
In Britain, the New Universities mainly refer to the universities established after the WWII.
Mostly, these universities concentrate on science and technology. The following universities
belong to the New Universities:
York University 约克大学

Kent University 肯特大学

Lancaster University 兰开斯特大学

E. The Open University
The Open University was set up to the demand of more people for higher education. As its
name suggests, this is open to everybody, and does not demand the same formal
qualifications as the other universities. It is non-residential, and the coursed are followed in
the students’ spare time, while they carry on some other full time occupation. Lectures are
broadcast on telivision and radio, and students correspond with their tutors by post.

The Open University perhaps the cheapest and most far-reaching method yet found of
spreading higher education.

About three-quarters of income of British universities is provided by state, but they remain
free from the control of the cnetral government. This freedom is reflected from the different
courses and degrees awarded by different universities.
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Features of British Education
Freedom is a feature of British education as a whole. This freedom is reflected from the
comparative independence of the local education authorities in their different appoaches to
the eleven plus examination, and in whether or not they run comprehensive secondary
schools; This freedom is also reflected in the absence of centralised time-tables and
syllabuses, and also the degrees. For example, M.A. signifies a second degree (after a B.A.)
for a student graduating from London University, while it means only a first degree for a
student from the universities in Scotland. The reason is that there is no Scottish B.A.. The
freedon of British education also lies in the fact that it allows large amount of experiment and
adaptability.

III. Assignment
How do you understand the freedom of British education? And what’s the values behind this
characteristic?
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Supplementary Reading

Grading system

One of the most important issues for students! British universities usually grade according to
a scale from 0%-100%. As an MA/MBA student you will need at least 50% to pass
individual modules. If you have an average of 70% or more and fulfill some additional
requirements, you will receive a degree with distinction. This already indicates that any mark
above 70% is very good to excellent, while grades between 60% and 70% are very good. It is
uncommon for students to get marks above 80%.

How to get high marks

In the British system, tutors have a bias in their marking towards giving credit for the
development of arguments, rather than for giving a list of concise points that reproduce what
was taught in the course. It is less important for an answer to cover every possible aspect and
to be perfectly accurate than for the answer to show that you have understood what you are
learning, are able to apply it and develop your own line of thinking. Of course, if you can
manage both you are in line for a really high mark! Answers should not contain incorrect
statements, but we do not attach much value to a perfect reproduction of a definition or a
simple list of advantages and disadvantages.

Coursework

For most modules, students should expect to do coursework (a project, a case study, a
specific assignment) in addition to a written exam. This facilitates the learning process, since
students have to "work with the theories" and apply them in practice. It also means hard work
and necessitates a good ability to plan your time effectively. In the British system, it is
virtually impossible to postpone your work and start a crash programme in the final weeks
before the exams.

Group work
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In many modules the coursework is (partly) done in groups of students. This develops your
ability to work in teams and, since the British student population is very international, it also
develops your ability to work in multi-cultural teams. Working in groups can be fun, but it
can also be very frustrating if you do not make good arrangements. This is an integral part of
your learning process, so try to learn from it and don't be afraid to tell your group members if
you are not satisfied.

Presentations

If you would rather die than stand in front of an audience doing a presentation, you are
unlucky, because in many modules you will have to do presentations. Don't be afraid, though,
because we know how difficult it can be if you present for the first time. Again, do try to
learn and practice as much as possible. It is better to make some mistakes in front of your
fellow students and learn how to improve than to do the same in front of a board of directors.

Interaction with tutor

Interaction with the course tutors might be more informal than you are used to in your own
country. In addition you should realise that tutors are facilitators, not oracles. Although they
know a lot about the field they are teaching, they should not be seen as people who have the
right answer to every question. In management there are often no right answers anyway.
Tutors will also expect you, the students, to participate actively in the lectures and tutorials.
This means asking questions if you don't understand things and maybe giving examples of
your own country. If you do not agree with the tutor, don't be afraid to say so as long as you
do so in a tactful manner.
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教 学 后 记

本章教学过程主要存在以下问题：

1. 个别教师教学过程缺乏一定的条理，导致学生对知识的总体把握不够清晰；

2. 学生课前准备不足，基本的英国地理常识不熟悉，教材上知识脉络也没有足

够的把握；

3. 学生上课积极性不足，对知识较为被动地接受；

4. 学生课后没有及时复习，相关知识很快遗忘。

解决措施：

5. 进一步发挥集体备课的作用，使每位老师都能清晰地理解教学重难点，对教

学过程可能会产生的问题展开讨论，尽量解决；

6. 督促学生课前做好足够的预习，将预习任务具体化，同时提高学生的学习兴

趣；

7. 课后作业形式多样化，尽量全面覆盖，使学生能够及时有效地复习所学知识。

填写说明：

1、教案封面和首页每门课程按授课学期填写，只填一页。

2、教案内容（第 3、4页）按授课次数或周次填写，平行班教学教案只填写一份。

3、表中（ ）选项请打“√”；其中“授课方式”一栏可复选，即如果此门课程

既有课堂讲授又有实践课时复选。

4、“指定参考书”栏，请依次列出参考书名称、编（著）者、出版社及出版时

间。

5、请按照表格中所显示的字体格式填写，封面用“宋体，小三”，正文中文用“宋

体，小四”，英文用 Times New Roman字体。

6、表格间距可以调整，可另加附页。
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